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Pesticides Ordinance —

Key Notes on the Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions

The Stockholm Convention aims to protect human health and the
environment from persistent organic pollutants (POPs), which encompass
pesticides, industrial chemicals and their by-products. All contracting parties are
required to take measures to prohibit or restrict the import, export,
manufacture and use of POPs listed under the Convention.

The Rotterdam Convention aims to promote shared responsibility and
co-operative efforts among contracting parties in the international trade of certain
hazardous chemicals and pesticides, by introducing a mandatory Prior Informed
Consent Procedure to monitor and control the import and export of such
chemicals and disseminate national import decisions to all contracting parties.

For relevant background information about the two Conventions, please visit the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department’s website at
https://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/quarantine/qua_pesticide/qua_pes_con/qua_pes_con.html

Control of Scheduled Pesticides under the Pesticides Ordinance

To discharge the obligations of the Stockholm and the Rotterdam Conventions with regard to pesticides,
amendments to the Pesticides Ordinance (Cap. 133) (PO) were made to include the pesticides controlled
under the two Conventions into the PO. The amendments took effect from 27 January 2014. The pesticides
controlled under the two Conventions have been set out in the two schedules to the PO:

® Schedule 1: Pesticides listed under the Stockholm Convention

¢ Part 1 of Schedule 2: Pesticides listed under the Rotterdam Convention

The import, export, manufacture, sale, supply, possession, use or transhipment (except air transhipment
cargo) of all scheduled pesticides is prohibited except under a Pesticide Permit issued by the Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation under the PO. Any person who contravenes the above prohibition
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine at level 5 and to imprisonment for 1 year.

In addition, each shipment of pesticides entering or leaving Hong Kong, excluding shipment in transit or air
transhipment cargo, shall be covered by an Import/Export Licence as required by the Import and Export
Ordinance (Cap. 60).

The PO provides an exemption for scheduled pesticides not exceeding 10 g or 10 ml that is contained in an
individual package or container and is used or intended to be used indoors for laboratory research, chemical
analysis or as a reference standard from the Pesticide Permit requirement. Nonetheless, the import and export
of such pesticides, excluding shipment in transit or air transhipment cargo, are still subject to a
consignment-based Import or Export Licence under the Import and Export Ordinance.

For further information about the regulatory requirements for scheduled pesticides, please contact the Plant and Pesticides
Regulatory Division at 2150 7007 or email to pestlic@afcd.gov.hk.
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