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Guidelines of Eel Fry Export
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Background
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The Guidelines aim at assisting traders to export eel fry to the Mainland or the
Republic of Korea. Local packing enterprises (for eel fry to the Mainland only) or local
Eel farms (for eel fry to the Republic of Korea) must comply with the following
infrastructural and managerial criteria before applying for official animal health
certificates from AFCD.
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Infrastructure conditions
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A reglstered packing enterprise/eel farm shall consist of a primary enclosure, a

kind of structure for keeping eel fry to a confined space, in structurally sound

condition to prevent disturbance and injury caused by animals outside of the

farm, ultraviolet lamps or other disinfection facilities should also be provided for

disinfection purpose;

2) BEMEEHEIACHEERE - FRE S TER R EPKE
Pools should be strongly built with drainage equipment and easy cleaning

surfaces;
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Pools should be numbered properly;
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The floor surface of the packing enterprises/eel farms should be impermeable,

easy to clean with good drainage;
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Suitable drainage shall be provided to drain the waste water;
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Storage facilities for packing materials and disinfectants should be available;
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A sketch layout of the packing facilities/eel farms should be submitted to AFCD. If
there is any alternation for the holding facilities, prior approval must be sought
from the Permit and Certification Section of AFCD;
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If eel farms export eel fry to both the Mainland and the Republic of Korea, the
farms must have two different area for keeping the eel fry and with independent
filtration systems.
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General Criteria

1)

2)

3)
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Records of the import and export of eel fry, and the number of eel fry in stock
should be established and kept in packing enterprises or eel farms for readily
inspection by AFCD officers;
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Daily operation records should be established to ensure proper running of the
packing enterprises/eel farms;
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AFCD officers will visit the packing enterprises and eel farms from time to time,
relevant operation and inventory records shall be ready to be presented for

their inspection.
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Biosecurity conditions

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)
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All eel fry imported/exported must be healthy and free from any clinical signs of
disease;
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Disinfectant facilities such as foot bath shall be installed outside the primary

enclosure;
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Pool water and tools must be disinfected or treated if being reused;

HUERE TIE N B Aty dnfE » HAARSERE AL - —EAREA
Quarantine area shall be restricted to authorised personnel only. No entry shall

be allowed for unauthorised persons;
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“All-in all-out rule*” must be strictly followed;
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There must be a disinfection point for tools and equipments in the packing

enterprises/eel farms;

ERHB AR/ R
Disinfect packing enterprises/eel farms regularly;
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Water for keeping eel fry must be originated from a clean and uncontaminated

source;
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To minimize the spread of diseases, authorised personnel should use disinfected
tools rather than bare hands if contact with the aquaculture and packing water is
needed;
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Each species should be kept separately.
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Exportation notes

1)

2)

3)

4)
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AFCD will issue official animal health certificates for eligible exporters.
Applications and all payment must be submitted at least 10 working days before

the expected date of examination;
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Exporters must check and ensure in advance that they satisfy all import
requirements of the Mainland/the Republic of Korea. Should there be any
additional health certificate conditions to be added, relevant documents and
conditions must be provided to AFCD for consideration. Confirmation must be

sought before making any application;
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Exporters must submit the original invoice, packing list, declaration, (If applicable,
CITES import and re-export licences) together with the consignment to AFCD for
inspection. The invoice and packing list should clearly state the name, address
and contact phone number of the exporter and importer, the name and
registration number of the packing facility/eel farm and the scientific name and
guantity of eel fry;
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If an endangered species is involved, the Permit and Certification Section will only
accept the application if a certificate for exporting endangered species has been
obtained;



5)

6)

7)

8)

9)
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Each consignment must be inspected by AFCD by appointment. For registration,
the exporters must submit a copy of documents (mentioned in point 3 above) by
fax or email to AFCD half working day before inspection. Original documents

must be submitted during inspection;
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The packing water, ice pack and bedding materials must be disinfected while the

animal holding container must be unused or disinfected;
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There must be only one species from the same batch of eel fry in each packing
bag. Packing bags must be made of durable and transparent materials that allow

easy viewing;
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No drugs including antibiotics are allowed in any consignment without AFCD’s

approval;
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No insects or other extraneous materials are allowed in any consignment except

activated carbon or other attachments that are approved by AFCD;
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The exterior packaging must be identified with appropriate International Air
Transport Association (IATA) labels which specify consignment details to
facilitate inspection;
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Animal Health Certificate may not be issued and the application fee shall be

forfeited if eel fry is found in poor health during the pre-export inspection. They



may also be sent to the veterinary laboratory for further examination and testing.
Veterinary officer may investigate with extra inspections whenever necessary.
The exporter shall pay all costs and expenses that incurred;
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The Department holds the right to postpone or terminate any stage of the
inspection or certification if the exporter fails to follow the guidelines or if any
irregularity is found on site. No refund will be available;
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Apply on eel fry to the Mainland:
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A visible, legible label in Chinese or Chinese/English must be presented on the
containers used to transport the eel fry. The label must contain information that
clearly identifies the country of origin and destination of the consignment with
detailed of the contents, including the taxonomic name and quantity of the eel

fry, registration number of the packing enterprise/eel farm etc.
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Eel farms which export eel fry to the Republic of Korea must also comply with the

following requirements:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)
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Quarantine area should be available;
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Food fish or any animal not under the surveillance programme is not allowed to

be kept in the eel farms;
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A brief pamphlet on eel fry diseases should be available to the workers on farms

for reference
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No Water from the isolation facilities should be reused ;
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Tools, utensils or equipment etc. from the quarantine area must not be used in

other tanks/pools without disinfection or treatment;
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Eel fry under quarantine should not contact with fry from any other batch;
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Each consignment should be covered by documents issued from the place of

origin;
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Dead eel fry shall be removed and recorded at the beginning of each day.
Immediate report must be made to AFCD if there is any abnormal mortalities

and/or diseases;
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Complete the test according to the Test Procedures (Annex I).
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*All-in-all-out means the same batch of eel fry should be exported at the same time.
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Test Procedures (Apply on eel fry to the Republic of Korea)
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1. Exporters have to inform AFCD about the expected export date at least 10
working days prior to pre-export quarantine;
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2. After the confirmation from AFCD, apply for sampling and pre-export

inspection;
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3. AFCD will conduct sampling on the scheduled date. Sampling test should be
carried out within 15 days prior to export;
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4. Quarantine will commence immediately after AFCD picking the samples.
During quarantine period, no live eel fry should be added or moved. Immediate
report must be made to AFCD if there is any abnormal mortalities and/or
diseases;
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5. Once the AFCD staff conducted sampling and issued relevant document, eel
farm should arrange sending the packed samples to the AFCD recognised
laboratory as soon as possible;
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6. The packed samples shall be opened by the laboratory only. Immediate report
must be made to AFCD if customs open the samples;
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7. Eel farm should arrange the laboratory to send the test report to AFCD direct.
If the test report is submitted via Eel farm, the issue of health certificate may be
delayed as it takes time for verification;
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8. Pre-export inspection will only be conducted if the qualified test result has
been released by the laboratory;
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9. Exporters have to bear all the cost so caused.



